Care, learning & Play Policy

Statement

At Twinkling Toddlers, we are committed to providing ontstanding care, enrichivg learving
opportumities, and engagivg play experiences that support the holistic development of each child, in
alignment with the revised Early Years Foundation Stage (BYFS, September 2025).

Holistic Development

»  We support children's comprehensive development—physical, intellectual, emotional, social, and
creative—ensuring balanced growth avd learnivg in line with BYFS 2025 stavdards.

»  Twdividualised activities and experiences are plawned accordivg +o each child's uvigue interests,
needs, and developmental milestones.

Learving Through Play

*  Play is cewtral +o children's learving and development, and we actively integrate play-based
activities that foster exploration, critical thinking, creativity, and curiosity.
= Emphasis is placed on child-initiated play, auided by adult support to extend learving
opportunities naturally and effectively.
Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 BIFS statutory framework.
The BYFS framework ivcludes 7 areas of learving and development that are equally important and
inter-connected sections. The pritme areas are seen as particularly important for iguiting curiosity and
evthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learw, form relationships and thrive.

The 2 Prime Areas

The 4 Specific Areas

Commuvication and Lavauage
— Listenivg, attevtion and understanding

Literacy
—  Comprehension

— Speaking — Word readivg
— - Writing
Personal Social and Emotional WMathewmatics

— Self-regulation
— Wanaging self
— Building relationships

— Nuwmbers
—  Nuwmerical patterns

Physical Development
— @Gross wotor skills
— Fine motor <kills

Understanding
— Past and present
— People, culture and communities
— The natural world

Expressive Arts and Design
- Creating with material
— Being imaginative and expressive
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Characteristics of Effective Learving
we uphold the view that learning is underpinved by the characteristics of effective learving,
In plavving ond @Ml&lim@ children’s activities, practitioners must reflect on the different ways that
children learw and reflect these in their practice.

The 2 Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learving

Playing and Exploring Active Learving
— Children iwvestigate and experievce — childrev concentrate and keep on trying if they
thivgs, and ‘have a oo’ encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements

Creating and Thinking Critically
— Children have avd develop their owv ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strateaies
for doing things.

All of these areas interlink throughount the curriculum and adults make the most of opportumities
to interact with children to develop their playivg, thivking and learving

Age-Appropriate Activities

= Activities are carefully plawmed and adapted +o meet the developmental stanes, interests, and
ndividual abilities of each child, ensuring inclusivity and active engagement.
= TDiverse learning experievces cater to varied learning styles and developmental eeds.

Learning Twuvironment

= We maivtain a secure, stimulating, avd ivclusive environment desigued +o uspire children's
curiosity, imagivation, discovery, and independevce.

. Hi@l/\‘almaliw resources and materials are thonghtfully selected to encourage exploration,
creativity, and learnivg aligued with EYFS 2025 guidance.

Observations and Assessiments

= Owgoing, sensitive, and respectful observations and formative assessiments inform personalised
planing, supporting each child's progress and development.

= Parewts are actively involved v assessiment discussions, celebrating milestones, and identifying
next steps collaboratively.

Learning Goals and Objectives

= Clear, achievable, and personalised learving objectives are established for each child, informed by
EVFS areas of learning, developmental milestones, and children's individual interests and veeds.

= Planving in the moment is resposive and adaptive, ensuring that learnivg experievces remaiv
relevant and engaging.
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Tuclusive Practices

= We foster an inclusive setting, celebrating diversity and ensuring all children feel valued,
respected, and ncluded i all activities.
" Adaptations and support are provided to ensure equitable participation for every child,
regardless of backgromd or ability,
TIwmbedding British Values

For early years’ providers, teaching British values will encompass +wo different parts of the
curriculam:
1. Promotivg British values as defined by DFE — which are already embedded in our day-to-day
work with children
2. Teaching children more about the world v which they live and developing their understandivg of
life in wmodern Britain.
The British values isn't a separate ewtity from the EYFS and is strongly woven withiv in our
curriculum,

Dewmocracy

Ov a daily basis, we ensure that children are listened to by adults avd tanght to listen to one avother.
We teach children how +to debate respectfully. The nursery’s leadership also strives +o wodel the
values of transparency and accomntability in its own actions.

Our behaviour mavagemewt policy involves rewards and savctions; this is shared through all aspects of
nursery life and also with parewts, carers and visitors.

The Rule of Law

we have three nursery rules that form the basis of our behaviour management policy:
" Use kind words
»  Keep hands and feet +o yourself
»  Follow ustructions

Iwndividual Liberty

Our nursery places special emphasis on freedom of self-expression, our emphasis on an evriched and
creative curriculum, and the amount of freedom given to children to make choices as learvers, both in
class and n their extra-curricular activities.

= Children are tanght to use the language of choice.

= Children, staff and visitors are tanght to always challenge stereotypes.

WMutual Respect and Toleravce of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs

we teach both self-respect and respect for others, developing tolerance and harmowny between
different cultural traditions and celebrating the diverse backgrounds of everyone at our School.
Children are evcouraged to discuss and show tolerance of all differevces between people, whether those
differevces are in their faith, ethvicity, gender, disability, sexual orientation or family structure.
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Outdoor Play and Exploration

= Outdoor play is prioritised, providing daily opportuvities for children o interact with vature,
develop physical skills, and enhavce their understanding of the world.

= Outdoor areas are regularly inspected and eduipped with diverse, ane-appropriate, and
stimulating resources.

Creative Bxpression

= Opportunities for creative and imaginative expression are integral, with children encouraged +o
explore varions art forms, music, davce, role-play, and crafts.

= Creative resources are accessivle, safe, and desioned to stimulate mvovation, imagination, and
self-expression.

Covrtinons Improvement

= Commitiment to ongoing improvement includes regularly seeking feedvack from staff, parewts,
and external professionals to refine and enhavce our practices.

= Staff participate in ovgoivg professioval development, ensuring they remain informed abount
carrent EYFS best practices and emerging research in early childhood education.

For children whose home language is ot English, we will take reasonable steps +o:

*  Provide opportuvities for children to develop and use +their home language v play and learving
and support their language development at home; and

*  EBusure that children have sufficient opportuvities to learv and reach a good standard in English
language during the BIFS, ensuring that children are ready +o benefit from the opportumities

Sereew time

Screen time at nursery will be very limited and ovly used as a supportive learnivg tool where absolutely
necessary; we advocate that while at home children have no wore than 30-60 winutes daily +o reduce
the effects of sedentary behaviours which cav have a profound effective on their eve sight, social
nteractions, speech, language avd commuvicative development.

Under vo circumstances is the screen to be used as a reward or +o manage challenging behaviours.

Weapon and Superhero play

Wost childrew enjoy engagivg in imaginative play that relates o, and makes sense of, the world +hat
they live . For lots of children this imaginative play contains a strong element of weapow and super
hero re-enactment. Re-enacting weapon use is a miiversal langunage of play for children and usually
results in high levels of engagement for the children actively involved in it

Note: We are sensitive to the cultural [ family background of the child, including whether +he child’s
family has experienced violence, moved +o Britain to escape war etc,
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Avimals i vursery

We recoomise that +the presevce of animals provides a wealth of learning opportunities. Children develop
an understanding of the natural world, ncluding avimals and other living creatures, as part of the
Early Years Foundation Stage (EVFS). Tuteracting with avimals also helps childrew learw how to care
for living things and understand what they need to survive and thrive.

Our Experievce with Avimals

v the past, our nursery has organised special animal experience davs thronghout the year. These
nclude visits from farmyard animals and presentations from “Animal Wike,” who introduces children +o
a variety of species in a safe and educational setting. We have also had childrew’s family pets;
hamsters, chickens, kitteus etc. attend the setting for a show and +ell session

Risk Assessiment

» Al parewts are informed about the presevce of animals during their vitial visit +o +he narsery.

»  Any confirmed allergies or medical concerws related +o animals are carefully recorded and
covsidered in all plavnivg,

= On days when children with known alleraies are attending, animals are restricted from specific
areas to ewsure safety.

= Risk assessments are conducted prior to every animal visit, These assessiments ensure that all
precantions are taken to prevent accidents, injuries, or the spread of infectiow.

= Hand hygieve is a priority: children wash their hands with sterilising gel or antibacterial soap
after havdling animals.

» A desiguated mobile handwashing statiow is located v each room to support hygievic practices.

Health & Hygieve

»  Staff are fully traived in hygiene and safety procedures whew animals are present.

= Children are closely movitored during all interactions with avimals.

= Staff ensure that children do not place their hawds near the animals’ faces or their owv
mouths.

= After avimal contact, childrew are evconraged and supported +o wash their hands thorounghly
before returving to their reaular activities.

= Animals are never left with children unsupervised.,

EYFS Key Themes and Commitiments

A wiigue Child Positive Relationships Enabling Environment Learvivg & Development

Health & welloeing Supporting Learnivg The Learving Environment Play & Exploration

Knowledae & understanding
of +he world

All avimals interacting with children at Twinkling Toddlers are handled with care avd respect.
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We evsure they are healthy, properly housed during visits, and never subjected to
stressful or unsafe situations.

Transitions

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)

Although travsitions are a respousibility of the whole staff team, the DSL (Shanvon Ralph) oversees
the welfare of children during travsitions, ensuring safeguarding practices remain central +o the
process.

1. Widerstanding Tramsitions
These may include:
= Woving between home and the setting,
»  Woving between rooms or age aroups within the setting,
*  Wovivg to another early years set+ting,
*  Trawsitioning from early vears nto school,
We recognise that each child’s experience is uvidue, and our approach is tailored +o ndividual veeds,
developmewntal stage, and family circumstances.

2. Partvership with Parewts avd Carers

We work in close partnership with parewts to ensure they are actively involved in their child’s
transition. This iucludes:

*  Sharing information on routines, interests, and veeds.

= Providivg opportunities to discuss concerus and expectations.

*  Bucouraging howme Visits or settling-in sessions where appropriate.

3. WMoving Between Rooms (Iuterval Travsitions)

when children move between rooms within the set+ting:
= Key persons share developmental records, care routives, and individual learving plans.
»  Familiarisation visits are arravged so children can explore the vew environment gradually,
»  Staff introduce children +o their nvew key person and peers to build trust and familiarity.

4. Woving to Another Setting (External Travsitions)
If a child wmoves to a different early years provider:
= We liaise with the vew setting to share developmental progress and safeaunardivg information,
with parental consent.
= We provide transition reports summarising the child’s interests, achievements, and vext steps.
»  Parents are supported in preparing their child emotionally and practically for +he change.

5. Moving into Scheol
To support school readiness and successful transition into Reception:
= We liaise with local schools to share progress summaries and safeguardivg information v live
with EYFS 2025 requirements.

= We invite Reception teachers +o visit the child in our setting where possible.
= We support childrev through role play, stories, and discussions about school.
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= We evconrage the development of independence skills (e.q)., self-care, dressing,
toileting, communication) in preparation for school.

@. Key PersonRole
The key person nas a central role in travsitions by:
= Providing emotional support and reassuravce.
= Acting as a consistent point of contact for the child and family,
»  Sharing knowledae of the child’s development with colleagues, schools, or vew providers.

7. Supporting Children’s Emotional Well-being
Transitions can be niset+tling for children. To mivimise stress and anxiety:
" We provide consistency v routines where possible.
= We listen to children’s thoughts and feelings about changes.
= We use Visual aids, books, and activities +o help children understand transitions.

Record Keeping and Iuformation Sharing
= Developmental records and progress summaries are shared with vew settings and schools, with
parental consent,
»  Tuformation is transferred securely and in live with GDFPR requirements,
»  Parents are informed of what information will be shared and why.

Policy Monitoring and Review

This policy is reviewed anvnally or could +ake place sooner if legislation changes prior to review date.
Staff, parents, and partver settings are nvited +o contribute feedback to ensure continnons
improvement of transition practices.
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